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are made to the hospital, during which 
the team evaluates the child’s progress, 
adjusts and modifies the activities 
manual, answers questions and 
provides ongoing support to the 
family.  
 
The results obtained with this 
methodology were extremely 
promising.  We decided, then, to 
conduct a randomized controlled trial 
study to further verify and systematize 
the outcomes we saw in our practice. 
The study showed that children 
rehabilitated at home by their families 
under the supervision of a specialized 
team, had better outcomes than those 
treated exclusively by professionals 
within a clinical setting. This context-
sensitive approach has been shown to 
improve functional outcomes, and is 
the basis for a rehabilitation program 
centered on the child and his/her 
needs.  
 

 
 
In recent years, growing attention has 
been paid to the merits of involving 
the family, not only because of the 
very real benefits of their participation, 
but also due to a positive trend towards 
a more humanistic, natural approach to 
rehabilitating the child. By 
maximizing the developmental process 
conducted at home, family 
involvement minimizes the amount of 
time a child spends at a clinical 
facility.  
 
This results in more efficient 
application of professional resources 
and an expanded, more holistic role for 
the rehabilitation team. They continue 
to guide, assess, and manage the 
process but, with the family at the 
helm of their child’s home-based 
neurodevelopment process, the 

professionals’ time with the child can 
be more targeted and efficient, thereby 
permitting them to see a larger number 
of patients within a more cost-effective 
process, which is important especially 
in today’s global economic reality. 
 
And finally, the gains for the family 
are significant. Actively involved in 
their child’s progress, families see the 
results of their “investment” in terms 
of time and love, rather than solely 
monetary figures.   
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In July 2008 the INS organized its 
annual mid-year meeting in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. The success of the 
meeting can be observed not only in 
the scientific quality of the talks, but 
also in the number of participants. The 
INS mid-year meeting in Buenos Aires 
was the most successful in terms of 
participants in the last years and, 
probably, in history. There were 1075 
attendees at that meeting, doubling the 
numbers of past meetings, such as 
Dublin (2005) with 477 participants, 
Brisbane (2004) with 500 and 
Stockholm (2002) with 500 
participants, for instance.  
 
The most populous mid-year meeting 
since 2002 had been the Berlin 
conference in 2003, where there were 
850 participants, followed by Zurich in 
2006, with 800, and Bilbao in 2007 
with 750. The attendees in Buenos 
Aires represent a 26% increase 
compared to the Berlin meeting. 
 
As for the country of origin, 
approximately 50% of attendees were 
from Argentina; 29% were from other 
South American countries comprising 
Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, and Colombia; 
6% were from Europe; 4% from USA 
and Canada; 1% from Australia and 
New Zealand; 1% from Asia, and the 
remaining 10% from other South/ 
Central American countries and 
Mexico. 
 
As can be observed, Argentinian 
attendance alone equated the numbers 
of other meetings such as Dublin, 
Brisbane or Stockholm. This massive 
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attendance denotes, on the one hand, 
the enormous growth of the interest in 
neuropsychology in this country. This 
growth is represented in scientific 
productivity with a significant increase 
in neuropsychology-related published 
books and scientific papers. The 
adaptation and development of 
neuropsychological tests has also 
vastly grown in the last decade. While 
in the 1990s this movement was in its 
infancy, and it was hard to find 
adapted tests, nowadays many of the 
most popular neuropsychological tests 
have been adapted and normed in the 
Argentinian population. 
 
On the other hand, this high attendance 
also represents the appeal of the INS 
for neuropsychologists in this region. 
The quality of presenters offered at 
this conference, along with the topics 
chosen for its program, were key 
factors for the success of the meeting. 
The approach to neuropsychology 
from a broader scope, i.e. not only 
from traditional cognitive-related 
topics but also from more behavioral 
topics, was a powerful attraction in a 
region where behavioral and 
neuroscientific approaches are 
progressing. As a rule, psychology 
programs in the region have been 
based on the psychoanalytic approach; 
thus, such a success in a 
neuroscientific meeting represents a 
sign of change in the trends of 
Argentinian psychology. 
 
Another crucial factor for this success 
was the simultaneous translation of 
talks. Unlike Europe, where many of 
the mid-year meetings take place, 
South America is a quite homogenous 
Spanish-speaking region where 
knowledge of English is less common. 
Although many people may be able to 
read English, only a minority would 
likely be able to speak it or understand 
spoken English. Therefore, a 
conference exclusively delivered in 
English would not be successful in this 
setting. 
 
Curiously, the successful attendance 
was not related to the number of INS 
members in Argentina or South 

America. Brazil, being the country 
with the most INS members, had 17 
and Argentina only seven out of the 
approximately 500 Argentinians who 
were present at the meeting. It is 
logical to think that increasing the 
number of INS members in the region 
would lead to even greater attendance. 
Thus, planning some member 
inclusive strategies could help to 
integrate more South American 
neuropsychologists into the INS. 
 
Finally, the hard work of local 
organizers needs to be acknowledged. 
A huge effort was necessary to make 
all this happen, especially considering 
the difficulty of the distance between 
the INS head office and the local 
organizers, and the magnitude of the 
event. Hopefully, this experience will 
be a milestone reflecting the 
development of neuropsychology in 
the region and will serve as 
justification for future conferences in 
Argentina and South America. 
 

Forthcoming  
 Conferences 

  
Jahrestagung der GNP 
October 15-17, 2009 � 
Munich, Germany � 
Sponsored by the German 
Neuropsychological Society 
Gesellschaft für Neuropsychologie� 
www.gnp.de� 
 
International Symposium on 
Neurorehabilitation: � 
From Basics to Future 
October 15-16, 2009 � 
Valencia, Spain � 
Sponsored by Fundación  
Ciudad de las Artes  y las Ciencias 
�www.fundacioncac.es/eng/fundacion/a
ctividades/actividadesficha.jsp?idActiv
idad=86 

Workshop théorique� 
«Les représentations du corps : de 
l’analyse comportementale à la 
rééducation » 
16-17 Octobre, 2009 � 
Lyon, France� 

Sponsored by la Société de 
Neuropsycholgie de Langue Française 
www.snlf.net/manifestations.html 
 
2nd Paediatric Neuropsychology 
Symposium—South Africa 
October 19-23, 2009 � 
Gauteng, South Africa� 
www.tegmentum.co.za/index.html 
 
XI congreso de la Sociedad 
Latinoamericana de 
Neruopsicologia--SLAN 
20-23 de octubre, 2009 � 
Puebla, Mexico � 
Organized by Sociedad 
Latinoamericana de Neruopsicologia 
(SLAN) � 
Dr. Jorge Eslava-Cobos, Presidente� 
http://www.slan.org/ 
�http://www.slan.org/actividades/congre
sos-slan/puebla-2009/es/ 
 
BNS Autumn Meeting 2009 
October 22, 2009 � 
London � 
Sponsored by the British 
Neuropsychological Society � 
the-bns.org/index.html 
 
CEM09 - Cognition, Emotion & 
Motivation International Congress � 
November 2-5, 2009 � 
Hammamet, Tunisia � 
www.isefc.rnu.tn/cem09/ 
 
1st International Congress on 
Neurobiology �and Clinical 
Psychopharmacology (1st ICNCP) � & 
European Psychiatric Association 
Conference� on Treatment Guidance 
(EPACTG) 
November 19-22, 2009 � 
Thessaloniki Greece� 
Co-organized by the European 
Psychiatric Association �and the World 
Psychiatric Association � 
Contact: Dr. Kostas N. Fountoulakis  
E-mail: kfount@med.auth.gr � 
http://www.psychiatry.gr/congress 
 
38th Annual Meeting of the 
International Neuropsychological 
Society (INS) 
February 3-6, 2010 � 
Acapulco, Mexico 
The 38th Annual Meeting will feature 
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a dynamic program designed to 
present the latest advances in 
neuropsychology and its related fields. 
INS has invited speakers from around 
the world and representing a varied 
range of interests.  Speakers will 
include: 
 
Michael Corballis  
Annette Karmiloff-Smith  
Joseph Ledoux  
Mitchell Valdes Sosa  
�Michael Posner 
Humberto Nicolini 
�Bryan Kolb  
Xavier Castellanos  
 
In addition, an extensive continuing 
education program will be offered. 
INS is approved by both the American 
Psychological Association and the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association to offer Continuing 
Education Activities. The Continuing 
Education program will be published 
as soon as it is finalized. 
Meeting registration and hotel booking 
are expected to open in late September 
or early October 2009.� Please keep 
checking the INS website for updates 
as they become available. 
 
Abstract submission will be accepted 
beginning on May 18, 2009 and the 
deadline for submission has been 
extended to Sep. 7, 2009. Abstracts 
will be accepted online only. Please 
see the Call for Abstracts on the INS 
web site for details. 
www.the-ins.org/12934.cfm 
 
12th Biennial South African Clinical 
Neuropsychological Association 
(SACNA) Conference 
March 10 -12, 2010 � 
Johannesburg, South Africa� 
www.sacna.co.za/html/conferences.ht
ml� 
Email: events@rca.co.za 
 
8th World Congress on Brain Injury 
March 10 -14, 2010 � 
Washington, DC� 
The International Brain Injury 
Association (IBIA) announces details 
for the Eighth World Congress on 
Brain Injury. All abstracts accepted for 

the Congress will be published in a 
supplemental issue of the journal 
Brain Injury. Submissions must be 
data-driven or assessment/treatment 
model descriptions. Abstracts are now 
being accepted. The deadline for 
submitting a paper for the Congress is 
October 12, 2009. This is the first time 
in our history that a World Congress 
has been held in the USA. 
www.internationalbrain.org/ 
 
2010 Mid-Year Meeting of the INS 
June 30-July 3, 2010  
Krakow, Poland  
www.the-ins.org/10893.cfm 
 
For more conferences, see the ILC 
web site Conferences page: 
www.ilc-ins.org/news.shtml 

International Liaison 
Committee 
 Members 

 
Mariana Cherner, Chair 
mcherner@ucsd.edu 
 
Patricia Klaas, INSNET Editor 
patricia.klaas@sbcglobal.net 
 
William Seidel, Coordinator 
Book & Journal Depository  
wtswts5@yahoo.com 
 
John Woodard, Coordinator 
Research & Editing Consultant Prog. 
john.woodard@wayne.edu 
 
Kathy May, Program Assistant and 
Web Site Manager 
kathy@ilc-ins.org 
 
 

ILC  
Regional  

Representatives 
 
Africa 
Penny Holding 
penny.holding@uclmail.net 
Asia 
Raymond Chan 

rckchan2003@yahoo.com.hk 
Australia & New Zealand 
Skye McDonald, 
smcdonald@psy.unsw.edu.au 
Brazil 
Lucia Braga 
luciabraga@sarah.br 
Central America 
Ramiro Coello Cortés 
drcoello@amnettgu.com 
South America 
Alberto Fernández 
neurorehab@onenet.com.ar 
Middle East 
Miriam Levav 
levavm@zahav.net.il 
& Janna Assah, assa@netvision.net.il 
Russia 
Sergey Kiselev 
eskisa@rambler.ru 
Nordic Countries 
Laura Hokkanen 
laura.hokkanen@helsinki.fi 
Western Europe 
Niall Pender 
niallpender@beaumont.ie 
Eastern Europe 
Petr Kulistak 
petr.kulistak@volny.cz 
Southern Europe 
Natalia Ojeda del Pozo 
nojeda@fice.deusto.es 
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